Generally, a rat rod is a highly customized and
cannibalized version of a hot rod or custom car that
resembles and often overly exaggerates the early
hot rods of the 1930s to 50s. While a traditional
“Hot Rod” is a more period correct restoration, the
“Rat Rod” breaks all the rules and often appears
unfinished and usually consists of the bare
essentials for driving.

Did You Say “Rat Rod”?
You can usually pick them out of a line up, with
their unfinished, thrown together look and unusual
styling, but what exactly is a “Rat Rod”?

Rat Rods are built for driving and not so much to
show, and they have become more of a statement
piece for the builder or a piece of eclectic art. Rat
Rods don’t always receive a warm welcome from
the traditional Hot Rod enthusiasts, but they can
command much attention at a car show.

The term Rat Rod (or Rats) dates back to just after
WWII, and applied to motorcycles that were pieced
together from parts taken from multiple bikes. Not
until the 1980s did the term apply to automobiles.

The “Jakelopy” often
referred to as the first major
Influence on the evolution
of the Rat Rod.



Happy 4th of July!
The Graeves family wishes you a Happy and Safe 4th of July!
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Car Care "Tip of the
Month"
As the outdoor temperature
continues to rise, the interior
temperature of your car can
become deadly. Even an outside temperature of
70° F can produce a
life‐threatening
interior temperature.
During this time of
year, it is especially
important to take
extra precautions
when traveling with
children and family
pets.

Where & When are the
4th of July Festivities?
All information is subject to change.
Saturday, July 1st:
 Gaithersburg ‐ Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm /
Concert/Festivities begin 5pm and end 11:30pm

Did You Know?

Tuesday, July 4th:
 Germantown ‐ South Germantown Recreational
Park / Concert begins 7pm
 Kensington ‐ Bike Parade ‐ 10am (St. Paul Park) /
Concert begins 7:30pm (Albert Einstein High
School)
 Rockville ‐ Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park in King Farm
/ Concert begins 6pm
 Takoma Park ‐ Parade ‐ 10am (Carroll & Maple
Aves) / Events ‐ 7pm (Takoma Park Middle
School)

The month of July was renamed after Julius
Caesar by a decision of the Roman Senate in
44BC as July was the month of his birth.

More info is available at:
https://visitmontgomery.com/visit‐
montgomery/fourth‐of‐july‐fireworks/



++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The “new car smell” is composed of over
50 volitile organic compounds.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Graeves Auto & Tire
is AAA approved auto repair center.

It would take about 6 months to drive
to the moon at 60mph.

For more information please visit:

www.graevesauto.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The average car has over 30,000 parts.
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